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Editorial. 
A common public error is that foreign born citizens are op· 
pOsPd to the public school system. This error is naturai, owing 
to the utterances of the blatant demagogues who, in too· man y 
cases, push themselves to the front as their representatives. On 
examination it will be found that in nine cases out of ten these 
demagogues are the sons or grandsons of foreign parents and 
hecause of their superior cunning-no matter where acquired-:-
worm themselves into the confidence of an easy·going but hon · 
est class of people, composed of the nationality to which . their 
fathers belong. The _ demagogue is either a genteel idler who · 
wears his hand behind his back except when it is in somebody 
else's.pocket, an alleged professional man who devotes his valuable 
(?) time to "fixing slates" and "put~ing up jobs," or a dealer in 
wet groceries, who "runs the machine." The nominating. con· 
ventions are full of such people-honest working men and mer-
chants are too busy to take part. The nominatioq once made, 
the voters are driven to its support more through the spirit of 
party hate, national preju(lice, and social shoddyism on. the part , 
of the opposing party, than through their wish to be represented 
by the genteel idlers, alleged professional men, or the ' dealers in 
wet groceries. The foreigners who are alleged to be at enmity 
with the public schools are those whose history and traditions 
proclaim them· lovers of public schools. They established them 
for their own children, and the people of all nations were free to 
share in their benefits, "ere the Saxon, or the · Norman, or the 
Dane" had any idea of education. 
l.t is curious, though not strange perhaps, that while governors, 
leglslator~, orators, and editors are exhausting themselves in these 
United States, in the efforts to curtail the privileges of the poorer 
~lasses (some, particularly the editors, call them the "dangerous 
classes" )", in the matter ·of educ,ation, the public .men of Europe 
are advocating the extension to that same class of persons, of 
these same privileges which in most cases they enjoy to a greate r 
extent than the corresponding class in this country. A short · 
time ago, Mr. Glad;tone, the ablest and honestest public m~n of 
these times, made an eloquent plea for a further extension of ed-
ucational privileges to the English working classes-(working 
men are never called· "dangerous" in England). Prince .Leo· 
pold, Victoria's son, spoke on the same occasion, and while per-
haps not so eloquent as Mr. Gladstol}e .. was equally earnest. One 
of the first works undertaken by the French Assembly after. ~he 
recent republican successes was the 'erection of over one hundred 
schools in the City of Paris, and so it is all through the "effete" 
nations of Europe . . The. trouble with our governo·rs, legislators, 
orators, and editors is that, as in all things in this free and en-
lightened country, they want a monopoly of the little intelligence 
which belongs to tbeir class. - Many of them, too, owe their po-
sitions to a deplorable lack of knowledge on the part of their con· 
stimency. A little more intelligence on the part of the people, 
and they would soon cease to play such fantastic tricks before 
high heaven, as we have been obliged to witness for the last . few 
years. 
Here are the bills recently approved by the committee on ac~ 
counts, at Holyoke, Mass.: Pauperdepartment,$1,552; contin-
gencies, $39; city. property, $314; street lights, $225; schools, 
$207; highways and bridges, $233; fire department, $179; 
sidewalks, $237; South Holyo1r.e. school·house, $53; total, 
$2,806. Such bills are approved in almost every town and county 
in the United States, and there is little grumbling except over the 
vast sums paid to support the public schools! Here the total 
expense for schools is $260, while the pauper department costs 
$1,552. Comment seems unnecessary. When the people begin 
to realize that mt.ney invested in schools is money that is sure 
to bring a rich harvest of good things for the future c·ommon-
wealth, and that the greater the amount ipvested. in this direc-
tion the less will be needed in the pauper department, then we 
may hope to hear. less complaint on account of money spent for 
public educatipn; . 
Until we can have educated and intelligent voters to elect our 
legislators and congressmen, it will be idle to hope for the ideal 
republic planned by our f'Jrefathers. And; spea~ing of . voters, 
remind~ us that the Pine City Reco~d, Minnesota, says: 
"Over in the t~wn of Stanchfield, Isanti county, the spelling mania never 
raged to any great exte.nt, at least we should judge so by the following ticket 
which was used at the late spring election there: '3 superwisor. I Justis apis, 
I ·treasur, 1 asesur, I klaark, 2 constape!s.' We would anvise some of the 
voters over there to take lessons of their children." . 
And yet doubtless these same voters are "down on spend in' 
so much money on- larnin' , " "What is the use of ' their children 
knowing more than thc:ir parents?" is the argument advanced 
by every ignoramus in the land, and heralded by' unprincipled 
politicians or editors merely for personal ends, and by peoI-lei'n 
all grades from m~rely selfish purposes. They h?-ve ne regard 
for the future, or posterity, for what can posterity do far them? 
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It is hardly to be wondered a~, that intelligent women are clam-
oring for a chance to vote, especially on school matters. 
All intelligent people realize the necessity of educating the 
people. It is not enough that the voter can read, write, and 
·spell. He should have the higher and broader education which 
fits him to make and obey good laws. The children of the rich 
can easily gain such intelligence. Their surroundings and asso-
ciations all tend to educate them to appreciate what good gov-
ernment is, but the hope of the nation rests with the masses who 
are comparatively poor. The hope of education for them is in 
the public school. If the people ,are satisfied with primary edu-
cation then abolish the high schools, but if the people desire to 
possess all the intelligence that tile rich can command, let them 
• not raise a clamor against their own interests. All this talk about 
taxation for higher education, or the enormous sums spent upon 
the public schools, should be silenced by figures. Let the peo-
ple be satisfied when they pay less for the public schools (the one 
thing that is of greatest benefit to the people) than they pay for 
any other public institution, whether it be poor houses, lunatic 
asylums, or jails. 
NORMAL SCHOOLS AND ELEMENTARY INSTRUC-
TION. 
'[HE NQTmal News is a small sheet published at Cortland, N. 
Y., and is edited,_ we believe, by the students of the Nor-
mal School at that place. Referring to a recent editorial in the 
'WEEKLY on Elementary Instruction, it says: 
"When, however, the writer turns from the defects of the school system and 
seeks the means by which they are to be remedied, he advances a strange 
theory and discloses a surprising misunderstanding of facts. He says that 
'elementary teachers should be trained 'within the sphere of their duties, but 
not beyond it;' in other words, wbat and how the teacher is required to teach, 
he should first be taught, nothing more. Without discussing the point, we 
feel safe in saying that the teacher will be most succe~ful, other things being 
equal, who has the witlest range of knowledge aside from the subjects he is 
required to teach; we will go farther, and say that no teacher who teaches to 
the limit of his knowledge, can be as as successful as he would be had he a re-
~erve force from which to draw. Elementary instruction cannot produce the 
highest grade of elementary teachers. And now for the other point on which 
we are forced ,to differ with the writer, facts. He is so kind as to inform us 
that 'most of our normal schools are only on the 'ragged edge' of their true 
work.' Indeed !" 
Setting aside the modesty of such a criticism from such a 
source, we are moved to suggest that that young man, if he long 
survives the pressure of wisdom under which he now "groans and 
travails," will doubtless yet encounter many theories that will be 
strange to him, but that will be sound and true nevertheless , 
He should remember that he has much yet to learn of education 
a lld educational theories even though he be a student in a normal 
school. Listen to the youth as he puts into our editorial mouth 
the nonsense that: "What and how the teacher is required to 
teach, he should first be taught, nothing mort!." The "nothing 
more" is drawn from the ' imagination of the "chief" of the 
Nonnal .News; or perchance he had just risen from a lesson in 
literature wherein: Poe's Raven had been under discussion and he 
was somewhat -daz~d by the glare and the glitter of the light 
thrown upon that gloomy subject. _ 
"Without discussing the point," we will also say that a teach~ 
er cannot know too much provided he be modest in the assertion 
of his wisdom; that, "other things being equal," the widest 
range of knowledge should be cultivated by all who teach. But 
other things not being equal. we still insist upon a better teaching 
of the elements, even in the normal schools, and we also insist 
upon a more detailed and thorough professional preparation for 
skillful elementary teaching in the public schools. We insist 
that such thorough elementary instruction as we ought to have, 
will produce a far higher grade of teachers than most of our com· 
mon schools now get, or ever will get, through the so-called 
higher academic courses in the normal schools which contrive to 
turn out yearly a limited stock of graduates whose "great expec-
tations" lead them directly away from the elementary instruc-
tion demanded by nine tenths of the peoplt of this country as 
their only help from the schools. We insist that if our normal 
schools would get right down to the business for which they were 
established, the preparation 01 common school teachers, if they 
w:ould aspire less to the work of the higher institutions of learn-
ing, and more to the development of their specialty-profes-
sional training, and if ' they would thus yearly reinforce the great 
army of elementary teachers with skillful, earnest recruits who 
understand their duties, there would be less complaint ofoootheir 
cost and more public confidence in the honesty 'and inteliig~nce 
of their management. 
We would have our normal schools confine themselves for the 
present to a course of elementary preparation, "broad enough," 
in the words of Guizot, "to make men of those who are willing to 
receive it, and able masters worthy of the high vocation of in..-
structing the people." We would recognize the principle that a 
good teacher must know much more than be is expected to teach, 
and yet we would leave to high schools, colleges, and the like, 
the work which belongs to them and'not to the normal schools. 
We would conduct the latter on the theory that they were 
created and are supported at the public expense in order to con-
fer the greatest good upon the greater number. We assure our 
modest young contemporary that we think we do not misunder- · 
stand the facts we are dealing with, and we confidently reassert 
that "Most of our normal schools are only on the ragged edge of 
their true work." Of course, the normal school afCortland 
must be excepted under the qualification expressed by "most." 
Let the editor of the News take Mr. Greeley's advice and he 
will get a more expanded view of the situation, and become a 
more competent judge of the facts of which he now "discloses a 
sur.prising misunderstanding. Two years given to Latin, Eng-
lish, History, Higher Algebra, Spherical Trigonometry, Zoology, 
aJ;}d similar studies will not be likely to stimulate a teacher's am-
bition to 'teach the common branches, or lead him to be satisfied 
with thirty or forty dollars per ' month in a district school. 
There is a large amount of substantial gush among a certain class 
of educational spouters about "the widest range of knowledge 
aside from the subjects he teaches," etc., when everybody 
knows that teachers thus ambitiously educated do not and Will 
not go where they are most needed, in the lower schools. It is 
only when teachers are trained to work within a given sphere 
that they work there. If trained to work in a higher sphere 
they will not work in a lower one; and this is just where the nor-
mal schools that are making such a parade over "higher courses" 
are trav,eling out of th'eir proper sphe~es' and subjecting them-
~elves to merited critici~m. The difficulties of teaching are in 
the lower grades, and hence the skill is most needed there. Ad-
vanced classes are able largely to help themselves, provided they 
have been previously well and skillfully handled . What we want 
of normal schools.is to develop the teaching and governing tal-
ent, to expound the philosophy of education rather than the 
philosophy of Greek and Latin idioms. We want them officered 
by men of experience and cliaracter who comprehend their true 
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aims, and who will conscientiously adhere to the only true 'and 
safe policy in their management. But enough for the present. 
We shall recur to~he subject again in due time. It is too impor-
tant to be allowed to rest. A little agitation may not prove to 
be, unwholesome for some of these institutions. A little pointed 
criticism is needed here and there, and will unquestionably ,re-
suit in go09 to the schools. 
GIVE THE BIRIGHT ONES A CHANCE. 
HOLDING back bright pupils for the sake of the dull ones is unwise, unjust, and leads to mischief. Bright boys and 
girls have some rights-they should have some privileges too. 
Graded courses in too many instances debar them of their rights, 
and' in nearly all cases deprive them of any privilege whatever. 
Because the majority of a class are not up to the standard for 
'promotion to a higher grade, the bright industrious pupils are 
obiiged to "kill time" in pretending to study that which they 
have already mastered. This leads to mischief, and hence the 
too common remark, even among teachers, that the best scholars 
in a class are poorest in deportment. How could it be other-
wise? The Chicago grammar schools, to a great extent, anu the 
high schools to the fullest extent, are exceptional in this regard. 
In the former, examinations are frequent and promotions rapid, 
and the optional studies in the latter not only keep the deserving 
out of mischief but bestow on them the reward of industry and 
talent. Bright pupils in the high schools stand much higher in 
four studies than the average pupil does in three. On account 
of the native prejudice against German, the only optional study 
in the gr~mmar schools, few pupils, except tho~e of German and 
Irisk parentage, take up the study therein. Would it not be 
weil to place Latin in the list of optional studies in th~ grammar 
schools? Many of those who will not under any circumstances 
take German would gladly avail themselves of the opportunity 
thus afforded. Besides, it would be placing Latin in that part 
of the course to which it properly belongs. Pupils in all Eng-
lish and European schools begin the study of Latin four years 
earlier than in the American schools. Hence' their facility in 
language. Of course it will be objected by the irreconcilables 
that the adoption of such a plan would ,be contrary to the pur-
pose for which the public schools were established. But such 
people object to everything. Let them howl! Give the good 
boys and girls a chance.. They have rights as wen as duties. 
REVIEWS. 
Dialog-ues anii Conversatiom , designed for the use of schools. By Emily S. 
Oakey. A. S. Bames & Co., New York, Chicago, and New Orleans. 
. 'Price 75 cents. 
As a book of instruction this is quite satisfactory, but as a 
collection of entertaining dialogues it is hardly a success. , It 
contains fifteen 'Original dialogues and seven "conversations" on 
the art of composition. It , is wen adapted to class use by stu-
d~nts who can memorize its contents as a school exercise, under 
the guidance of a teacher, but will not be found particularly at-
tractive to those preparing for school exhibitions. ' 
Coronation Hymns and Sonffs : For Praise and Prayer Meetings, Home and 
Social Singing. , Charles F .Deems, D.D., LL. D." and Theodore E. Per. 
kins, Editors. A. S. Bam~s & Co:, New York, ChICagO, and New Orleans. 
. Mailing price 35 cents. 128 pages, 8vo. . 
This is a book for popular use, . containing such old songs as 
have become favorites and not wom out, and many new ones of 
variable merit. Most of the new ones are by 'Mr. Perkins, 
whose style seems specially adapted te sacred singing. In so 
large a collection-one hundred and fifty-one different songs-
there will be found some which will probably not survive many 
generations, but the majority are well suited to heme and sodal 
worship. The book marks the first step beyond the late Moody 
and Sankey " craze." While the editors seem to have studiously 
avoided the so-called "Moody and Sankey songs" in this collec-
tion, they have atoned for such omission by the insertion of the 
olel standards, like America, Evan, Dennis, Boylston, Balerma, 
Rockingham, etc., and have included a few fine solos, though 
scarcely any songs fer children. The book is cheap at ,35 cents, 
and being the latest, is probably the best for the purposes de- ' 
signed. 
The Gospel Male Cho;,.. By James McGranahan. Published by John Church 
& Co., Cincmnati. pp. II I. Mailing price , 5'0 cents. 
The preparatien of such a collectien 'Of sacred sengs fer male 
voices has long been a duideratum. Mr. McGranahan~s valua-
ble experience in providing this class of music fer "gespel meet-
ingsh and church service has contributed te the publication 'Of 
the very best work of the kind that has ever been brought out in 
this country. The pieces are not long, or difficult, nor are they 
written in too high a key for an ordinary tenor' veice, as is too 
frequently the case. 
The beok is to be commended for the uniferm excellence of 
its pieces, the goed taste displayed in cheice of words, and the 
variety in style of the music it contains. For male choirs no 
better book can be found. and i~ the use of it, there will rarely 
be a failure to find such music as' is suitable to the wants of 
churches in their various rel~eus observances. Many 'Of the 
best pieces were composed by Mr. McGranahan himself; others 
are by Bliss, Weber, Perkins, Tanner, Case, Stebbins, Palmer, 
Tenney, and the classic writers. 
Wit mId Hu"w,.. A choice collection by Mar3hall Br.)wn. pp. 34'0. Prict', • 
$1.50, Chicago : S. C. Griggs & Co. 
This book is a cellection of anecdetes many of which have al-
ready appeared in the newspapers, aithough some new make their 
first appearance in print. But whether old or new all are alike 
readable, and amusing. 
It is just the book to take up in these moments of leisure be-
fere supper, or after a day of disappointment or failure, when 
one feels too tired even to rest geod naturedly. It w;U revive 
your wern-eut energies and inspire yeu with renewed vigor, for 
a good laugh always regenerates. In fact, it is j~st the INok .one 
likes to 'lave lie en the sitting-reem table, always ready to en-
tertain, like a friend that is never "put out" and is always 'ready 
'for cempany. There are legal, political, ministerial, and peda-
gogical anecdotes; the funny side of business, medicine,' and 
error are shown; and leve, matrimeny, and the children !lr~ qot 
forgotten . 
In fact, we think it will not be easy to find another collection' 
'Of wit mere complete or mor~ amusing. ' ' ., ' 
The following isan extract frem a lecture delivered 'by Joseph 
Cook in Beston : 
When I was in Wittenberg, in Germany, where Luthernailed 
up his theses against the church-door, I saw there in bronze, in 
raised letters, the propositions he defended in the first Protestant 
Refermation. . l:1nder universal suffrage there is,. or wiil be, 
needed a.second I>.retestant reformation, to rescue the schdol, as 
the first rescued the Bible. I bei leave to nail'Upon the door'Of 
I' 
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this Boston audience hall certain American propositions as to 
schools for the people. I should be grieved if the hammer should 
seem to have an apologetic sound as it fastens 'up the proposi-
tions which I propose to stand, by, although I can do no more 
than nail them up to-day. They are these: 
I. The education of poor children is the Plymouth Rock of 
American liberty. -
2. No more mischievous lie , is in public circulation than the 
assertion that the high schools 'are maintained by the poor man's 
money. The poor man pays only a poll tax. The rich support 
the high schools. 
3. The education of poor children, until they show of what 
they are capable, is the only measure that can give the state the 
full strength of its citizens. 
-4. Children are not educated to this degree in the common 
schools; but the abler of them may, in the high schools, awaken 
to a consciousness of their own capacities. 
5. So far from its being an objection to high schools that they' 
teach the poor and ignorant to be dissatisfied with their condi-
tion, ~he merit of high schools is that they awaken in poor chil-
dren that have capacity a dissatisfaction with their condition and 
an omnipresent spirit of a~piration and self-help, 
6. Educated only in fhe rudiments taught in the common 
schools, the maSs of poor children, even when of equal natural, 
ability with the sons of the rich, are I)ot likely to obtain an equip-
ment that will enable them to compete with rich men's children, 
educated well. 
7. The abolition of the high schools, open to the poor, tends, 
therefore, to widen the cha.sm between the children of rich and 
poor and to make of the latter an inferior class. 
S. American institutions cannot bear the existence of perma-
nent and hereditary cla.~s distinctions, based merely on birth and 
wealth. ' 
9. The high schools are needed as much as· military, naval, 
I\nd agricultural schools. The latter are supported at the public 
expense, although only a few attend them. The benefit they 
confer on the whole peopl~ is the justification of the tax on the 
whole people for their support. f-
lO. The high ,schools are the'nurseFY of that united citizenship 
which is essential to the perpetuity of Am~rican institutions. 
- II. The high schools are the indispensable nursery of teachers 
for the public common schools. 
12. They are the nurs~ry of industrial schools and of the in-
ventors, who spring from ~he ranks of labor. 
13. They are the nursery of colleges, and Of the lawyers, phy-
sicians, and preacher~, ~hich th~ colleges-lielp to prepare for the 
service of ~he people. . 
- 14-' Secondary instruction gives civilizaiion the benefit of its 
best leadership. It is a silver link between the iron link of pri-
mary and the golden lin~ ofliberal education, and gives the best 
public men a connecdon closer than they would otherwise have 
with the m~s, and gives' flie masses a"confidence theytwould 
not, in America, otherwise attain in their best educated public 
men. 
IS. High schools are oppdsed by and to sectarians, who wish 
to have all instruction in their own hands and who att-acKthe 
common schools, which are tlie cornerstone of American civili-
~tion. , 
116. The assumption thai the chil<lren of atheist parents nav,e 
such rights that the public school syst~m" of the United States 
should be made atheistic ~ll never be.tolerated by the American 
people. 
17. The assumption that an , Italian priesthood are representa-
tives of Romish children, and, as a foreign power, can make a 
treaty with our Government and settle all dificulties by divid-
ing the school fund and abolishing the high schools, will never 
succeed in the Un i ted States. 
The ages will respect no state that is not made up, as the 
Plymouth monument is, of education, law, morality, freedom, 
presided over by a genius having in its arms the volume of 
religious instruction, of political sanity, of patriotism, of pure 
homes, of self-help, and pointing upward, to the un obscured 
celestial constellations, with whose motions our political and 
educational movements must harmonize, if they are not to 
ens!. 'n chaos. 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE-FROM CALIFORNIA. 
UNGRADED SCHOOLS. 
SUPERINTENDENT MANN, of San Francisco, made a talk before the California State Teachers' Association worthy of the attention of evety 
country school teacher in the land. 
The first difficulty a teacher meets, which is that of organization, unhl la(e 
years, has been connected with a multitude of different series of text-books. ' 
He recommended grading as soon as one can, and as well as he can, and not 
follow law too closely. The law-prescribes only how little should be done, 
and not how much. It was made like a Jewish co~t, large enough for the 
largest, and small enough for the smallest. In California school. law there 
are recognized ten distinct grades, and one teacher has necessarily ten teach. 
ers' work to perform. He would dispense witli the advanced grade at once: 
It is a mistake to devote so much time to three or four advanced pupils. Re. 
view them with lower grades, and allow them to pursue advanced studies by 
themselves. Let them assist in hearing lower classes, hear them recite at re-
cesses, noons, mornings, evenings, etc. 
It should be a law of the land that every teacher, upon quitting a 'school, 
should leave behind him a list of his classes, persons in them, and the stand. 
ing and proficiency each one of the school had attained, and' the new teacher 
should begin ~here his r~edecessor left off in every case. Would not have ' 
more than three or four classes in reading. Very rarely go beyond the Fourth 
, Reader, hut if pupils could read in the Fifth they could in the Sixth, and he 
would therefore omit,the Fifth. No earthly need of six readers. Would not 
have more than three classes in arithmetic. One in numbers, which should 
be taught orally; and one class working on their slates; and one advanced clas. •• 
Not more than two classes in geography. Only one class in grammar, and 
that th,highest class in the school. Language lessons shou(d'precede gram-
IT,ar. Would 'not have more than twelve recitations, which would'give an av: 
ernge of twenty or thirty minutes to a class exercise. Would teacn some sub. 
jects-,-not every day but alternately. Teach spelling with every class in ~he 
schoof. Teacher's motto should be, "No word recited unless understood and 
spelled." 'In some class recitations, one pupil should go to the board and 
spell every difficult word. In reading, would not be confined to the text-
books by any means. Recommended reading of newspapers to some extent 
in school. Have once a week a "newspaper lesson" as a regular exercise of 
the school. ,Have all cut out articles -relating 'anecdotes of animals, etc , 
etc., to be read in school. Take a book from the library, open it and pass it 
around the room to be read without previous knowledge. Comtry school . 
teachers have no time to make ,locutionists, but should see to it that no pupil 
ten or twelve years old leaves their schools who cannot read a newspaper aloud 
to the ~ld folks" or a group of friends or strangers in~ellig~ly an~ intelligently. 
Some mvaluable suggesttons how to conduct exerclS,."...,ere given. Didn't 
yet know whether the music and other accomplisliments furnished by the 
schools of to· day were as valuable as the 0ld·fashi6ned itruggle With arithme-
tic. :Do all possible to be aone with sinall numbers, teach ground rules, com-
mon and decimal fractions, and interest, and leave the rest for those who' nave 
• a mathematical turn of mind, More practice is what is ·wanted. It has never 
. yet entered into a school teacher's mind how little local ,geography should be' 
taught in school. History should be taught in connection. Take a lesson 
on Mexico for instance, and 'let pupils tell ten particulars for review next day. 
The speaker next asked what should be done with the time gained by hav-
ing few 'classes? He mentioned extra reading. Swinton's Condensed His. 
tory should be subjected to a presSure of 1,000 atmospheres, ana afterwards 
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boiled down. Read less Swinton, more Lossfng, Wiggins, Peter Parley, 
Manners and Morals, Entomology, and Political Economy, of which subject 
so little is generally known. Codify and simplify constitution of the U. S. , 
California Laws, etc. 
Music which trains the heart as well as the mind should receive attention, 
even tbough the teacher does not sing. Teach Drawing, which is exceedingly 
valuable in every department of life, and especially to those persons engaged 
in manual pursuits. The teacher should have a genEral knowledge of all the 
natural sciences, and be proficient in some one department. The value of 
science as a matter of discipline could not be overestimated. Read it in the 
magazines of the day. Keep up with the times. 
If the teacher is an enthusiast he cau not belp but impart a portion of hIS 
enthusiasm. Cultivate friendly relations with parents of pupils. Power for 
good will be increased by identifying one's self with the interests of the com · 
munlty in which he teaches. JAMES FAULKNER. 
A LIBRARY OF TWENTY·FIVE BOOKS. 
Fred. B. Perkins, editor of The S aturday Magazine, Boston, 
suggests the following list of books as competent to make their 
owner a thoroughly well ·informed person by mastering even half 
their contents: 
I. BIble. The Bible Society's small pica 80 double column, is a clearly 
printed and very good edition. 
2. Smitb's Dictionary of the Bible, edited by Hackett. Better, but more 
costly is McClintock & Strong's Biblical and T heological Cyclop:edia (now 
out as far as letter N) . '. 
3. Webster's Unabridged. An enormous mass of information. 
4. Encyclop:edia Britannica, if you can afford it; if not, Chamber's Cyclo· 
predia. 
5. H aydn's Dictionary ' of Dates, or Townsend's Manual of Dates, each 
one ·volume. Short accounts, with dates of places, countries, and subjects. 
Would serve to some extent instead of NO· 4· . 
6. Bartlett's Dictipnary of Familiar Quotations. A book so good that it 
may almost rank as a Bible in its class . 
7. Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase and Fable, or Wheeler's Dictionary of 
Noted Names of Fiction. 
S. Perkins' Best Reading. Prepared by ihe present writer; bot he finds it 
so convenient that, having no longer any money interest in it, he boldly rec· 
ommends it, 11 is a list of topics or subjects, with names of books on each, 
and prices. 
9. A compendious Universal History. Tytier's or Miiller's ; or, perhaps, 
Freeman's General Sketch. Tbere isn' t and can't be a satisfactory one. 
10. Blair's Chronological Tables, Bohn's edition. This, or some other 
good chronology, is the backbone of all real historical study, and is indispen. 
sable for it. 
'lI. An Atlas. If you can afford it, have Johnston's or Black's for the rest of 
the world, and Johnston's (the back editions can often be fonnd 'cheap, and 
will do very well) for America. But tbese tw~ nnu would «ost so me ,60 or 
'70. Putnam's issue, one of one hundred maps, much cheaper, and the 
"College Atlas" is cheaper yet. 
12. Thomas's Biograpbical Dictionary, two volumes; or Phillips' Brief Bi· 
ographical Dictionary, one volume, which is cheaper, but very short, giving 
only one·line entries. 
13. Hildreth's History of the United States, six volumes, go (to 1820); or 
Willard's, in one volume, go. Oilier's three vclumes, published by Cassell, 
is rather costly, but a pretty good book. J 
14. Tyler's History of AmeriCan 'Literature (not finished yet). 
' 15 . Duyckinck's Cyclop:edia of American Literature (the new revised 
edition by Simons). 
16. Chambers'S Cyc1op:edia uf English Litera\ure. 
IZ. Coates's F ireside Encyclop;.cdia of Poetry, or Fields and Whipple's, or 
Bryant's, or Dana's similar collections. 
18. Shakespeare. The little "Handy Volume" edition, in eleven volumes, 
32 0 ; or the new "Avon" edition, in one volume, R . 80 ; or any decent edi· 
tion; there are hundreds. . 
' 19. Tyler's Primitive CiVIlization. 
20. Maine's Ancient Law. 
21. Rawlinson's Five Great Empires, (viz.: Chaldean, Assyrian, Babyloni. 
an, Median, and Persian). 
22. Brugsch's History of Ancient Egypt. These last four books, taken to· 
gether, will give a competent view of the chief points in what may be called 
the modern ancient history. At any rate, they show the latest discoveries of 
facts, and the soundest conclusions about them, as to the primitive history of 
man. 
23. Buckley's Short History of Natural Science. 
24. Tait's Recent Advances in Physical Science. These two books will d~ 
in some measure for the knowledge of the physical universe what the four 
preceding will do for the history of man. 
25. Ueberweg's History of Pbilosophy. A condensed but comprehensive 
and very candid and intelligent account of the history of speculative thought, 
This collection of "twenty· five works would amount (taking the larger sets) ' 
to some sixty or seventy volu""s, and would cost somewhere toward '300 at 
full prices. But anyone who will be familiar with these books, and use them 
as well as they can be used, will be well instructed, both for time and eterni. 
ty. And lastly, if any reader desires further information about these books, 
or any others, let application be made to TIl( Saturday Maga;:i"e. 
- Tbe Euphrates Valley has never-or at le ... sl hardly ever-been penetrated 
by the English tourist, yet an Eoglishman has recently accomplished the task 
and the wild regions 01 Mesopotamia have been explored with a thorough · 
ness wbich is as surprising as it is rare, 'The many adventures of the trip are 
mtrrated in a very. brief book just published by Sarper & Bros. entitled "The 
Bedouin Tribes of the Euphrates." The book will form an admirable com · 
panion to Mrs. Brassey's "Around the World in the Yacht Sunbeam." 
-The lectures delivered by Bishop Simpson on methods of preaching, be· 
fere the Yale Theological Students, have just been published ' and form ~ery 
interesting reading. The author is fresh, original, and very ·suggestive, al· 
though such distinguished men ' as Henry Ward ~eecher, William M. Taylor, 
an I Pbillip Brooks have preceded him on tbe same subject and before the 
same audience. . 
l Written for TU B EDUCATIONAL W.aKLY.J 
STAR·LIGHT. 
By TARPLEY STARR. 
Cast away, as here we are, 
On this shipwreck shore of ours, 
How the warm lights gleam afar, 
Out from every burning star, 
Yonder in our Father's house,! 
Wondrous burners! What's within 
Scattering such fire sparks about? 
Are there loop·holes there, I ween, 
Rifts and rents in God's sweet curtain, 
That this flickering light uncertalU . 
To and fro behind the scene 
Comes thus streaming grandly out? 
Is there festival up there-
Happy angels always keeping, 
Tbat such music tints our air-
Echoes 0pping everywhere 
Through these lights that flick and flare 
Every night when we are sleeping? 
Do ye dance, and play, and sing, 
Like us mortals wben we're blest? 
Never feel the weary wing? 
Never break the sweet harp string? 
Nor have tired limbs to fling 
Down to sleep just half undressed? 
Ob, dear angels! I could: weep 
For that ever je;uous screen. 
All the world is fast asleep ; 
Fast will I the secret keep; · 
Let me only lift, and peep 
Half a wink behind the scene! 
No l Ye need not flash your "No" 
With such arrogant declining. 
Know, 0 stars, when you all go, 
I'm God'~ eat;th-bound star below 
That shall bunt clay.mold and show 
What indeed is shiDll!g. 
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Practical Department. 
A good plan is that of keeping a bulletin board in the more 
advanced schools, on which may be written the current events of 
the day. Children _are usually better posted in ancient and 
medireval history than in the events within and immediately pre-
ceding their own generation. By the above plan, all the advan-
tages of the use of a daily paper in the school-room will be gained, 
without any of its dangers and difficulties. 
It is a bad plan to send pupils into the wardr~bes for punish-
ment. Sueha measure taken in a local school during the present 
week resulted in the cutting off of every button on the cloaks of 
- the giris of the division. It is also a confession of weakness on 
the part of the teacher to send children outto stand in the halls, 
or even to send them to the principal's office, except for a serious 
offense. 
A Massachusetts teacher recently inveighed against the prac-
tice of frequent declamations in school. We sympathize with his 
views. Declamations and exhibitions are a waste of" time, or 
worse. Instead of declamations, the study of English literature 
• should occupy the time. English grammar, rhetoric, and litera-
ture, especially some play of Shakspeare, should be pursued 
simultaneously. In this matter the schools of Chicago, even the 
excellent Division High Schools, are much behind the times, and 
the schools of St. Louis, very much in advance. To this prac-
tice St. Louis owes the possession 01 a literary taste and culture 
as superior to that of Boston as it is more quiet and unaffected. 
In this direction Craik's English Literature is an admirable text-
book. 
OUTLINE OF A COURSE OF STUDY-CHICAGO PUB-
LIC SCHOOLS. 
COURSE IN READING. 
.First, Grade. 
Reading from Cards and Blackboard. 
Complete a First Reader. 
Supplementary reading matter equivalent in amount to a First 
Reader, conta:ning about the same words. -
Second Grade. 
Complete a Second Reader. 
Supplementary reading matter, equivalent in amount to a 
Second Reader, contail!.ing about the same words. 
T"ird Grade. 
Complete a Third Reader of about 200 pages. 
Read from other text-books of grade. 
, " FourJ" Grade 
First half of the !text Reader in the Series. 
Read from other text-books of grade. 
Fift" Grade. 
Complete the Reader begun in Fourth Grade. 
Read. from ,other text-books of grade. 
. Sixl" Grade. 
First half of next Reader of the series. 
Read from other text-bOob of grade. 
Sevml" Graile. 
Complete the Reader begun in Sixth Grade. 
Read from other text-books of 'grade. 
. Eig",,, Grade. 
Selections from next Reader of the Series. 
Miscellaneous selections. 
PHONIC ANALYSIS. 
Analysis of words, whenever necessary. 
COURSE IN SPELLING. 
Primary Department. 
Oral and Written Spelling from text-books. 
Grammar Department. 
Spelling from Spelling-book, and from other text-books . . 
COURSE IN WRITING. 
In "First and Second Grades, writing on slates. 
In other Grades. the books to be selected by the Principal, ,ex-
cept the last one for Eighth Grade, which is to be designated-by 
the Superintendent. 
The Committee thought that arm-movement should be securet+;-
and finger-movement discouraged. 
TEACHING UNITED STATES HISTORY-WHAT AND HOW; 
M. E, FARSON, Chicago. 
ONE 'of the first things to be accomplished in teaching United States His-tory is to give the pupils a clear ide" of what it is they are to learn. 
Is it not a lamentable fact that many of our pupils study history for months 
without any definite conception of its aim-and that when the text of the au-
thor fades from their minds they are left utterly withou! ideas of the subject? 
How many of us received our first impressions of history from a well-meamng 
but ignorant "hearer of recitations," who announced on the first day of a term, 
"The history class may take the first fifteen paragraphs in the book"-wlthout 
giving us one word of instruction regarding the contents of those same fifteen 
paragraphs. As well tell a child to learn as many pages from an Analytical 
Geometry. One would teach him about as much as the other. 
How we labored over that lessen, and when at recitation we were asked, 
"What happened next?" with what a vain reaching out after the unknown 
and unattainable we endeavored to recall the first word after the period in the 
third line of the fourth paragraph! We were finally helped through by the 
teacher kindly suggesting "And when King John of Portugal had assembled 
his courtiers, etc." Do we not remember going to our seat with the feeling 
that historY was the dryest, hardest study we ever heard of, that we .didn't see 
much sense in it anyway, and didn't believe there was any sense in it ? 
Pupils should never be told to commit the text until they have had some 
instruction. No objection can be offered to their reading the stories and 
looking over the illustrations, but the teacher should have a talk with them 
and try to give them a general idea of the entire work before assi~ing a les-
son. For Instance, call the class together and begin to talk with them about 
a watch, if you happen to have an elegant one, and elicit questiolls from the 
children. The average Chicago boy will ask, How much did it cost? Where 
did you get it? Whose is it? Did you buy it or was it given you? Then 
show 'them a good map of the United States and awaken in them a desire to 
know, who owns the territory thereon represented-where the United States 
obtained it-whether she bought it or acquired It in some other_ manner-
where she obtained it and what she paid. Some one will probably be able 
to tell that we obtained a part from England, part from France. Let the 
teacher then inquire where those countries obtained it and how, and in this 
manner by retrograde questioning lead the pupils b~I{ to the discoveries. 
They know a little something of our present form of / government-find from 
them if you can, supplying what they cannot tell,.htw long this form of gov-
ern,ment has existed,-tell them something of the Confederacy preceding the 
constitutional form, of the Revolution, ending in our independence, and of 
the different forms of Colonial government. Leadmg them from the present 
to the past, teach ,them that' United States History is a study of the causes 
which led to the present state of affairs. When you have done this they have 
a better foundation upon which to build a knowledge -of onr history as_ a na-
tion than if, without some such teaching they read over and repeat the words 
of the' book nntil they are gray. 
So mnch for the wliat. The how-is not secondary in importance. 
We nsed to study and recite history page after page and were "good" in it 
too. From our youthful experience of being taught in the ume-honortd and 
respectable way above spoken of, we have still one 'fact indelibly impressed 
upon our mind. It is this: Some time, we don't exactly know whel!o, in some 
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state-we don't know where, somebody's army, we don't know whose, 
crossed a river, we don't remember the name of the river. 
From our present standpoint we think it must have heen Cornwallis at the 
Brandywine, but it may have been Prevost at the Saranac, Arnold at Quebec, 
Harrison at the Tippecanoe, or Greene at the Catawba. 
Time is not thrown away in teaching pupils how to study. Give them both 
oral and blackboard instruction. Give them rules for studying. Tell them to 
open their books, look for a minute at a paragraph, or, better, at a page, close 
the book and tell you what they read-be qUIck about it. Teach them that 
that glance was study. Write some such sentence as this on the black·board: 
The Chicago f'ostoffice was removed to the Singer bUilding Jan. 4, 1879. 
~t them read it and then show them how ridiculous it would be for them to 
try to impress it upon their minds by saying it over twenty or thirty times. -
Teach them that the intelligent glance they gave the board was studying, 
not the repetitlon of the sentence a dozen or more times. . 
Teach them to avoid "saying over" the words in the book a great number 
of times, but inst7ad, to read their lessons as they did the sentence upon the 
board-and not to commit the text, unless in special cases when the wording 
is excellent or beautiful, or when no other words would be correct. 
Show them how to make topic lists for each division of the subject:"'have 
them keep these topics in mind as they read,-to find out all they can of !!len 
and places mentioned. The dates,-how children hate them-and I don't 
wonder, the way we sometimes teach them. 
Show pupils how to lie dates. It is much easier to carry fifty dates in mind 
by association than to carry five solitary ones. Dates may be carried, if prop· 
erly tied together, with as much ease as a thousand matches may be carried 
by the little finger, if they are properly bundled and a little loop on the end of 
the string. Let one date be made to call up a half dozen as one rope may be 
made to draw a' dozen boats if they are fast~ned together. For example : 
Take the date of the Missouri Compromise, tied right with it is the admission 
of Maine-and then with a line one hundred miles long we have the landing 
of the Pilgrim Fathers-the bringing of negro slaves and young women to this 
conn try-then by another century line the taking of Indian Slaves from South 
Carohna. 
Call attentien to the fact that almost all the wars of our history h,we been 
either' one hundred or one-hundred and one years before some noted event. 
Bacon's Rebellion,-a struggle for Independence, was exactly one hundred 
years before the Great Struggle for Independence. King William's War was 
one hundred years before Washington's election to the Presidency, and lasted 
the same length of time as his term. Queen Anne's War was one hundred 
and one years before the purchase of Louisiana Territory; King George's 
War one hundred and one years before the Mexican War. . 
These examples may suggest numberless ways of tying dates. I w.ould do 
these things and many more as the case required, previous to alsigning lessons 
to be committed to memory. 
Awaken a lively interest in the pupils, lead them to see that history is en-
tertaining, and that as there is so much of it they better classify it, and let 
them construct periods 'of U. S·. History. They will have seen by this time 
that Discoveries will come first-let them see that although discoveries are 
being made to·day, there came a time when Settlements were of pa~amount 
importance. Illustrate the fact that the claims of different nations conflicted, 
by something like the following: . 
Suppos'e that John claims all the floor in this room from wall to wall; that 
Henry claims all the floor under the seats and in the aisles between the seats; 
that William claims the side aisle and James the flbor below the' outside row 
of seats. If each of these boys is determined to have possession of what he 
claims, any child will tell you that war must follow . 
Tell the pupils that in just such ways as you have described, the four natio!,s 
-England, France, Holland, and Spain, claimed the territory of the United 
States-and you will get from them the third perion-Wars. In like manner 
• lay off th~ periods of Revolution, Confederation, and Administration. 
Have them map the claims of these nations, tabulate their early discoverers, 
discoveries, and dates. Give them a topic list for studying some of the more 
noted men, using the s:une topics with necessary changes that you would use 
in a Reading class in studying author;. Tell them something of the life of John 
Smith, his thousand wonderful adventures and hair-breadth escapes from 
death and slavery in the Old' World and New. They will find it as interest-
ing as Robinson Crusoe. 
A Topic List for Discoveries: I. What man? 2. For what nation? 3. 
Discovered what? 4. When? S. What led to the discovery? 6. What liave 
been the results ? 
For settlements I use this Topic List: I. Why settled? 2. Where? 3. 
When? 4. By whom? Ca) King on English throne at time? (b) Nation? 
(c) Company? Cd) Principal men? 5. Incidents. 6. Government. 7. Wars. 
- I put the Houses of Tudor, Stuart, and Hanover on the board, and require 
the pupils to copy,-tell them something about the noted kings al\d queens, 
and their connection with America. and read selections from Dickens' Child's 
History of England. By refe!ence they learn this table before completing 
the study of colonization . 
In teaching Massachusetts, I usually tell the st~ry of Mrs. Kate Carver's 
courtship, and read or tell Miles Standish. . 
For wars, I use the following Topic List, whether the war be long or short, 
French and Englisi!, Indian, or Civil: I. Between whom? 2. Causes? <a) 
Name and date. (b) Fully. 3. Date. 4. Buration. 5. Principal eventti or bat-
tles? Ca) If a long war-of each year-givingcampaigns 'and battles in each. 
6. Closing date. 7. Treaty signed by what nations? 8. Where and when? 9. 
Terms of Treaty? 10. Result of War? 
In teaching '76, for instance, before the pupils study the author, call at-
tention to the Evacuation of Boston in March; The Declaration of Indepen-
dence in July; The Capture of the Hessians in December, and Washington's 
famous Retreat in the late summer and f~ 
The year ~77 may be divided jnto half sections. The first six months to a 
day, being occupied in driving the British from New Jersey. The latte. six 
(I) In the campaign of Howe against Philadelphia-noticing particularly the 
battles of Brandywine ani G~rmtntown. (2) Blirgoyne in New York, notic-
ing the battles of Saratoll"a and the Surrender of Burioyne. 
Hundreds of incidents, coincidences, and interesting facts may thus be brought 
out before and hy the class. ' . 
Many of the children will get erroneous notions from the careless wording 
in some of our te~t.b)oks, unle,s the teacher take great care be (are the child 
attemp:s to learn the lesson. An e~ tmpl., -I found a school of intelligent 
boys and girls who. fr .>m the wording of their text-books, drew the inference 
-and justly too-that·the comprolllires of 1820, 18-28, and 1.850 were caus.s 
of the Civil War. But from their worst blunders we may 'oftenfind the very 
help we need to impress certain facts. I have never had any difficulty in-
teaching -one of the princip~1 events of Mr . Van Buren's administration, 
since a little boy in ' my room informed me that, "Van Buren had a Panic." 
I always tell pupils of that boy. 
Interest the pupils in the pet names of great men. I . The Father of his 
Country. 2. The Sa.vior of his Country. 3. The Old Man Eloquent. 4. 
The Sage of Monticello. S. The Great Unknown, and many others. 
Also in the given names of noted generals. Who can't remember that 
Israel Putnam, Horatio Gates, Nathaniel Greene, Anthony Wayne, Charlie 
Cornwallis, and Harry Lee were famoul men? 
Have pupils map the campaigns ih a war, put compromises in bill form, 
and in fact make U. S. Histories of their own. I would like to own some of 
the note books on U. S. History that have been made by pupils. ·1 have seen 
four volumes made by pupils in one year and have now in my own posses-
sion two bound volumes-the History divided into periods, the subjects tab-
ulated, the grants, territorial acquisitions, and campaigns neatly mapped 
on Bristol board,-historical charts, indexes, review questions, the work 
tabulated, and in the succeeding pages given in story form, tables of Presi-
dents, noted generals, and famous treaties; all the work of pupils in a Gram-
mar Grade . . 
Let us teach our boys and girls to love their country, to believe that this is 
the "best government the sun shines on"-that they should know the purposes 
of our forefathers in forming our Constitution. that the reason there is so' 
much political tricleery, so much corruption \U high places, is because of the 
ignorance 9f the ma'ses regarding the COn.titution,-and that unless tbe boys 
of the country are taught of the things pertaining to the welfare .of tfte 1!1nited 
States; in the near future men more ambi tious for political preferment than 
for the perpetuity of the Union will overthrow the Government, and hell 
free institutions will be destroyed • • 
-After the recent wholesale flogging of boys at the Minot school, Neponset, 
a boy who was one of the victims Was questioned as to the severity of the 
punishment. "Did he whip any of them 50 as to leave them black and blue?" 
was asked. "No," replied the boy, "but he made some o~ l'b@m)'e\l-oh!" 
-An old· fashioned lady wolnts to know why the gradu f ·Vu.ar and 
other "female" colleges always have their ages Drinted after tbm namea in 
reports of alumni meetings-?diss I. Smith, President ('70); Mila Jonea.vic"e . 
President ('60); Mrs. Robinaon, Secretary ('78). etc •• etc. 
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CHICAGO, APRIL 24, 1879. 
THE STATES. 
IL.LINOIS . ......:The largest meeting e~held in Jerseyville in the · interests of 
puhllc schools assembled on the occasIOn of the annual school election this 
. spring. Resolutions were unanimously adopted thankini Prin. Pike, Prof. 
D. J. Murphy, and the entire corps of teachers for their valuable services in 
the conduct of the public schools. The labors of Prof. Pike were particularly 
praised in the highest terms. 
The Academy at Lake Forest, destroyed by fire some time ago, will be reo 
built of brick, on the university grounds, 'and heated by steam. Prof. L. R. 
F. ~Griffin, of the University, will take the principalship, and add instruction 
of the senior class in one or two branches to his regular duties as professor of 
natural sciences in tbe university. Prof. Sabin will become professor of 
Latin in the university, and will also have charge of the Normal Department, 
which it is intended to eqnip and conduct in the best possible manner. 
The text· book bill now before the leiislature is rather sweeping in charac-
ter. It makes the sUP.erintendent of the schools the compiler and the state 
the publisher of all the books to be used in the public schools of the state. 
The people must use these . books whether they like them or .not. They have 
no choice in the matter. They must buy what the state makes, be It good, 
bad, or Indifferent, and must not bny what other publishers put on the market, 
be they never so good . . Any district which refuses to use these books forfeits 
its claim to any porlton of the school fund. The biII is about as absurd a 
one as has been offered in either house 01 the legislature. The state might 
as well publish newspapers and cut off all competition by making It a peni-
tentiary. offens~ to buy any. other ; or it mi~ht with the same propriety manu-
facture plows and compel the people to buy them by threatening to increase 
the tax on the farms of those who refused. The text· book business needs 
some attention, but this is a venture in the' wtong direction. -Infer- Ocean. 
-The Illinois Normal opened its spring term with· an attendance that is ex· 
cellent both in quantity and quality. On the evening of April 18, by invita-
tion of the Faculty, W. J. Marshall, of Fitchburg, -Mass., lectured in Normal 
Hall on "'Fhe National Park." Although Mr. Marsh'lll is heartily endorsed 
by such prominent Americans as Garrison, Bryant, Dr. Holland, Charles 
Francis Adams, and others, the audience was not 'prepared for SO instructive 
and entertaining a lecture. But-little is known by the general public of this 
wonderful region that has been set apart by the national government as a pub-
lic pleasure ground: Our limited space prevents more than a passirig notice, 
but many will be surpriSed to learn that the park is half the size of Massa.chu-
settJI, that it is not especidly difficult QJ '!!=~, and tllat nature seems to have 
scattered with prodigal hand all the possible varieties oC scenery m a compar-
atively limited space. Spouting ieysers, canons whose walls are 2,500 feet in 
. helgIit, falls that leap nearly 400 feet, lakes with waters as clear as crystal, 
hot ~priniS almost witliou! number, cascades and cataracts by ' the score, ·and 
all the .varied elements of the mildest mountain "cenery, are a few of t,he' 
leading attractions: Mr. Marshall iIlulrated his lecture by fifty views with 
the calcium light, and this enabled his andience to obtain something like an 
adequate cO!1ception of the marvelous beauties of this land of wonder. The 
speaker's style is exceptionally chaste and p1easing, and his large audience 
gave '~im the clOleSt attention for two hours, "and wished there was more." 
MUIlIlESOTA.-George M. Gage, formerly principal of the Mankato Normal 
schOlll, and. afterward superintendent .9f tchoois in St. Paul, is now traveling 
qent for a Cliicago firm. 
The passage of the MerriII school·book bill has accomplished two thing' at 
least. The projector of the scheme has laid the foundation 01 a goodly for· 
tune, and incidentally, hundreds of teachers in this state are poorer this day 
on account of it-not in purse, but in diminished mental acquisition. The 
book·agents have been driven from the state-they s~ek other worlds to con· 
quer, and we do miss them. They were as a class, keen, enlightened, and 
discriminating fellows, with a wide range of experience, ready to talk, and no 
teacher could talk with them without profit. They knew what was going on, 
and this information is always desirable. 0 foranother interview with one of 
them! 
A successful institute has just closed its work at Osseo. 
The school election recently held at Mmneapolis passed off without any 
excit«;.~nt. One would have inferred from the talk which pervaded the 
city in the winter on the school question, that the opportunity of voting and 
of righting matters would have been signalized by the rush of a determined 
and excited populace. But no-the whole affair went by defaule. 
Supt. Haven has concluded his spring examinations for Rice county, and 
from the report rendered, the applicants seem to have been far in advance, .. i1l""" 
scholarship, of those who have lately been examined in that county. This is 
the only way to elevate schools- by elevating the standard of the teachers. It. 
~atters little what sort of a building the school has, prOVIded it be comforta-
ble ; but it is of the profoundest concern, what the make·up of the teacher is 
WISCONSIN.-Miss Nettie Lyon, of Walworth county, is teaching ill the 
saMe district school that her mother taught forty years ago, says the EIHam 
Ii.dependmf. 
. Only four school districts in this state are delinquent in the m~tter of prin-
cipal or interest on loans from the trust· funds. Considering the great number 
that have been hell'e~ from tim&to lime, this is a good showing. 
We have before us the Monthly Attendance Report of the La Crosse schools 
for March. We wish we had a like report from a half dozen other leading 
cities of the state for comparison. The figures show 1,663 enrolled, 1,171 
neither absent nor tardy, and only ten cases of tardiness. Two rooms .how 
not a single case of absence or tardiness, which is certainly remarkable. The 
superintendent made 91 visits, the commissioners 79, and others 1,795. The 
closing of the term doubtless accounts for the immense number of visitors. 
Let us hear from other cities. . 
Supt. J . J. Somers, of the Milwaukee public schools, says some good and 
earnest words on ventilation in his first annual report, just at hand. By this 
report he shows himself master of the situation-a plain, practical, and ear-
nest school-man, whose supervision of the public schools of Milwaukee can-
not fail to improve their effiCIency and strengthen the general system. He is 
candid and plain· spoken in acknowledging and pointing out the defects in 
method,lor instruction, and earriesl in his recommendations of changes. The 
report of Secretary Desmond is also one of great interest and permanent value. 
:rhe statistICS collecled are ~ery full and specific. The public schools of M: I_ 
waukee are evidently in good hands, and it is the purpose of the Superinten-
dent and principals to keep them so. It is due to these principals and their 
~aithful corps of assistants that the Milwaukee public sc!tools have acquired . 
a celebrity of which any city might be proud. Superintendent Somers has 
just completed his first year of service as Superintendent, having previously 
reid. the position of principal of the Tenth District school. 
: MICHIGAN.-The State Teachers' Institute for Hillsdale county will beheld 
at !onesviIle, .commencing. at 2 o'clock P. M., Monday, May 5, and closing 
Fnday followmg, by appomtment of the Superintendent of Public Instrllc, 
liun; Prof. H. R. G1SS, J?nesville, L'lcal Committee. Experienced educa-
tors will be 'present to give instruction at the day sessions /and evening lec-
tures will be delivered as may be 'be arranged. . i The Fenton high school enroll ; 90 pupils, of whom '25 per . cent are non-
residents. 
:rhe whole num~r 01 pupils enrolled in the Ann Arbor school> during tb~ 
~ummt school year IS 1,914. Of 'the 479 pupils in the high school,289 are 
}Ion· residents. . 
I The Detroit Evening Nt1.<S has this item: "The Lainsburg school board 
grad~ated their principal at the end of seven mO!ltbs, and he came away ful-
ly satisfied. After a two weeks vacation they hired a former teacher in the 
r:hool. H~ taught three days, and on .the morning of the fourth day. reo 
jSlgneq. It IS supposed th.at he also was fully sl'tisfied." . 
i The trOUble in the Lainsburg schools has been settled by Mr. Hutcbinson, 
fte principal, and Mrs. Wheeler the assistant,. resignin~. 
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Tb,e Harrisville graded school, under the care of Mr. Grout, principal, and 
Miss Colwell, assistant, is reported hy the Rroitwas having been successfully 
conducted and given general satisfaction. 
Prof. George Fairchild recently delivered a lecture at the Agricultural Col. 
lege on the subject of "Debt and Credit." Prof. Fairchild is a careful stu· 
dent and has recently published a work on political economy. 
April 8, Dr. C. C. Yemans gave a valuable lecture before the Detroit Scien· 
tifi" Association on "Anatomy and Physiology of the skin," in which he made 
a plea for cleanliness, and condemned the use of cosmetics. _ 
Flint elected school trustees April 7, as provided by the amendments 
made to their charter this winter. 
The state teachers' institute at Lapeer enrolled 124, at Muskegon 114, at 
Mason 80, at St. Charles 44, at Marshall over 100, and at other places in like 
manner, far exceeding any attendance at institutes heretofore held. 
. The L'Anse high school has been temporarily closed on account of the 
certificate' of J. A. Bassett, the teacher, having been perelllptorily revoked by 
the township superintendant. 
At a recent meeting of the Detroit School Board the text· book committee 
reported that they deem a change in text-books of arithmetic, geography, and 
sPelling desirable. The attendance in the Detroit schools at the close of the 
last term was 11,712. Mr. Hickey has been reelected librarian. 
A well attended teachers' association meeting was held April 12, at Coral, 
Montcalm county. It was in every way a success. The next meeting will 
be held at Howard City, May 10. Prof. C. L. Frazier, oT Coral, is one of 
the founders of this association and one of the best workers at its meetings. 
KANSAS.-The Topeka Bladtsays: "A large proportion of the city teachers 
are females. In the country there are many more male teachers. By Supt. 
Lemmon's last report, there are in the state, 2,784 male teachers, and 3,279 
females. It is undoubtedly true that women are more suitable and can teach 
with more success than men in the lower grades. But while this is true, 
there are but few who are fitted to teach thoroughly the higher branches. As 
a ge!leral rule they are not very deep thinkers. They. ~re intellectually the 
nferiors of the male teachers. We copy from the statistics, the figures show· 
ing the number and grade of certificates held: Total No. holding Grade A, 
Male, 219, Female, 126; Total No. holding Grade One, Male, I 138, Female, 
998 ; Total No. holding Grade Two, Male, 1,427, Female, 2,155. By com· 
paring these figures we see that although there are more female teachers in . 
the state, two· thirds of them hold only second.grade certificates, while the 
number of males holding both A grade and first grade exceed the number of 
females holding the same. This should incite the women teachers to prepare 
themselves thoroughly and make themselves more proficient.'~ 
COLOR:"DO.-The Teachers' Association of Boulder county assembled at 
Longmont last week. Thursday and Friday evening lectures were announced 
to be given by Pres. J. A. Sewall and Hon. J. C. Shattuck. County superin. 
endent L. S. Cornell is active in awakening interest in the schools of the 
county. 
, INDIANA.- The Oratorical contest of the Indiana Collegiate Association ' 
was held at the Grand Opera House, Indianapolis, on the evening of April 
17. A crowded house greeted the ambitious young orators, who all acquitted 
. themselves in a most praiseworthy manner. The address of welcome was de· 
livered by Mayor Caven. Mr. H. S. Slaughter, of Hanover College, responded 
with a brief written address, in which he sketched the history of the Asso-
ciation, which he characterized as one of continual progress from the first or-
ganization. Two or three rather remarkable features may be noticed in the 
program. First, the appearance of a young lady. among the c~n~estants, who, 
by the way, acquitted herself 0\03t nobly and With most exqUisite taste, both 
in the style of her treatment of the subject, and delivery. Second, the frequent 
allusions to re,thetic Greece and warlike Rome in connection with patriotic 
allusions to that expansive national unity, that spreads from the frozen lakes 
of the north to the tepid waters of the Gulf on the south, and from the briny 
Atlantic on the east to the placid ocean on the west. It may be affirmed that 
for that evening, at least, in spite of his excellency, Gov. WiIliam~, who sat 
towering grimly on the first row of seats behind the orchestra, and of the ~on­
federate Congress in Washington sitting in judgment upon the quesllon.= 
"What ,is true patriqtism 1" the national bird soared altitudinous. In the 
award of the judges, there was a tie between Anderson of Wabasq, I!nd Ma.: 
son of Asbury. The momentous question w.as decided by lot in favor of 
Anderson, who will therefore represent the state at the Inter-stat,e contest to 
be held at Des Moines, Iowa, next month. . In our judgment he is fully en· 
titled to the honor. 
Prof. D. S. Jordan, the eminent Professor of Zoology in Butler University, 
and author of the "Manual of Vertebrates," has been tendered the chair of 
Natural Sciences in the State University, made vacant by the resignation of 
the venerable Dr. Owen. It is not yet known whether the Professor will ac· 
cept the position. 
The State Board of Education has been in session during the past few day, 
engaged chietly in the preparation of examination questions for the use of 
county superintendents. 
The following persons were elected trustees of the State University by the 
state board: R. B. Richardson of Evansville, D. D. Banta of Franklin, and 
R. W. Miers of Bloomington. 
Prof. Jordan will start for Europe with a party of scientific tramps June 18. 
The party will include several ladies. They expect to traverse porti~ns of 
Fra~ce , Switzerland, and Italy on foot. 
low A.-Chancellor Hammond of the State University recently lectured in 
Marengo. His subject was "Lawyers and Client." 
Prof. Robert Graham, of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, will have the general man· 
agement of the Iowa State Normal Institute. 
The association of PrinCipals and City Superintendents will meet at Clear 
Lake about tbe first of July. Messrs .. Seerley, Sabin, and Rogers-the exe· 
cutive comniitee, are preparing a program. 
The program of the State Normal Institute will be announced soon. 
Messrs. Thompson & Co., of East Liverpool, Ohio, have sent us some ex. 
cellent music-"My Grandpa'S Advice," and "Golden Years are Passing By." 
Teacher, will do well to send for these songs. 
The Marshall Rtpubiican promises to publish a sketch of the life and 
public services of the late Thomas H. Bent~n Jr. 
The students of the University have organized a base ball club. 
Six states will be represented at the Inter·state oratorical contest to be held 
in Iowa City. 
The Avoca Dtlla argues that an average of '35 a month for school·teach· 
ers is s!.Dall enough now, and that the pruning knife ought npt to be applied 
in the reduction of salaries. 
Supt. W. W. Speer will conduct an educational department in the Marshall 
Rtpuulican, which is a sufficient guaranty that the work will be well done. 
Prof. J. C. Gilchrist has been il)vited to read a paper before the National 
Educational Association which meets at Phila1elphia in July. The 0.lliri"ff 
says that he has accepted the invitat~on . 
OHIO.-A summer session of the Mansfield Normal College will commence 
July 8, and continue six weeks. Ttie manager; are Professor J. Fraise aich· 
ard, principal of the College, imd Supt. C C. D~!idson, of New Lisbon. 
Mr. E. H. Cook, the efficient principal of the Columbus High School, ha~ 
been elected a director of the Osceola Ga1c! and Silver Mining Company. 
We wish him abundant success, for we know of no person who could stand 
anrl would use a few millions to better purpose than he would. 
MISSOURI.-J .. W. Matthias lVas reelected school commissioner of Dad4 
county by a' large vote . 
The teachers of Missouri are preparing for a grand rennion at St. Louis, 
Jun~ '4, 2;, ~6, 27. Illinois teachers are also invited to unite with them in 
council. It is expected that this will be the greatest educational convention 
ever help in the Mississippi Valley: 
· NEBRASKA.-Supt. H. A. Gladding, of Sherman county, allows five per 
cent on general average of 'standing to all applicants for certi6cates who take 
and read an educational journal. This is one reason why the WEEKLY has 
so large a circulation in his county, and why his schools are in such good . 
condition generally. " 
LoUISIANA.-One of the very best journals of education. is a new one that 
comes from this state this month, called the L .... iana Journal .oj Edu(alion, 
It is' owned and edited by the State Superintendent, ~on. Robert M. Lusher, 
and Supt. Wm. 9. Rogers, New Orleans. It comes to us as a surprise. It had not 
been announced, and it makes no wild promises for the future.' It is printed 
on heavy book paper, 3l pages with cover, and presents i. ver., ';~", ap. 
pearance. We wish it success. There onght to be more than. Qlte lIclt!onal 
journal "south of the Ohio river." , 
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OFFICIAL DEPART.ENT. 
IOWA. 
HON. C . W. VON C<ELLN, SUPERINTENDENT PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
I . A teacher cannot detain a licholar after school hours against the wish of 
the parents. This opinion has been incorrectly stAted in some of the news' 
papers of the state, as "without the consent of the parents.1. We have held 
as aoove because of the fact that the courts in the western stateS have been 
inclined in cases involving a conflict of authority, to give preference to the 
wish of the parents. 
2. Since the corporation is a continuous one, and the acts of its officers 
valid until rescinded, an action of a board is binding upon a succeeding 
board, but can be rescinded or modified by them. But any contracts made 
under a former action, and in compliance therewith, have validity, {pd must 
be respected. 
3. The refusal of a pe~n to deliver to his successor in office all papers, 
_ etc., pertaining to his office, is an otTense punishable by law. See Sees. 1791, 
3908,3917,3918, and 3929, Code of 1873. 
.. The electors frequently assume powen not granted to them by the law. 
They have only such powers as are specifically enumerated in the law. 
S. A board of directon cannot legally transact business except within the 
territory over which they have control. 
6. "Where a contract for the.personal service of a minor has been made 
with him alone, and those services are afterwards performed, payment made 
therefor to such minor in accordance with the terms of the contract, is a full 
ntufaction for those aerviccs, and the parent or guardian cannot recover there· 
for a second time." Sec. 2240, Code of 1873. 
7. Personal property should be taxed in the district when the person reo 
sides, the general rule being that Persona! property attaches itself to the resi. 
dence of the owner. See Sees. 803-6, and 823'4, Code of 1873. 
DI!S MOINI!S, April 16, 1879. 
MIGHIGAN. 
HON. C. A. GoWER, SUPT. PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
I. The failure of a district to compel all teachers employed in its public 
schools to hold a legal certi6cate of qualifications invalidates the claims of 
that district to a share in public school money. 
2. A teacher can not claim pay for holidays that occur in the midst of a va· 
cation; but if school Is taught up to and including the la;t.school-day preced 
ing a holiday, and resumed immediately after such holiday, no deduction from 
the teacher's wages can be made for such holiday ob&erved. , 
3. Sec;tion 25 of the school law provid~ that wheil a district at a special 
meeting rescinds a vote taken at the annual meeting, as to sex of teachers or 
length of school, the district has no authority to vote further in the matter, 
but such questions then fall into the full control of the district board, and it 
can do as to it seems boot, just as though no vote had ever been taken by the 
district. 
4. At meetings of a board of trustees of a graded school district, it is nec· 
esaary, to legalize action taken thereat, that a quorum (majority) of the board 
lie present, and that all questio~ be decided by at least a majority of such 
quorum. 
S. In a graded sc\lool district a contract with a teacher must be authorized 
by the board of trustees, and should be'signed by the director and moderator, 
"by order qf the hoard of trustees." 
6. A township su~ntC!ldent, or other exanrining authority, can collect but 
one fee (So cents from ladies and 'I from gentlemen) from a teacher who re-
ceives a certificate, although such certificate may be for a longer period of 
time than one year. 
,WISCONSIN. 
HON. W. C. WH1TI'OIlD, SUPT. PusLiC INSTllUCTION. 
The followine Is the order for atate examinations : Tlusday, Aug. 12.-
United States History, Arithmetic, Geograpliy, €lvU Goverument, and Oral 
EXercises. W,d,,,,day, Aug. 13.-Algebra, Physiology, Reading, English 
Grammar with Analysis, Penmanship, and Oral Exercises. 'T;'urldoy, A~. 
14.--Geometry, Natnral Philosophy, Orthoeraphy and Orthoepy, English LIt-
erature, Theory of Teaching, and OraLExerciJes. Friday, Aug.ls.-Men-
tal Philosophy, General Hiatory, Geo\O£Y"Political Economy, Botal\Y, and 
Oral Evudiei. Three lCSlIions dally wilfbe held: 9.00 A. M., to 12.30 P . M., 
-2.00 to 5.30 P. M.,-7.30 to 9.30 P. K. 
MADISON, WIS., April 7, 1879. 
LITERARY NOTES. 
-WillIam Winter, dramatic cntic of the Nt'W York Tri6un., has recently 
published a short narrative of -foreign travel entitled "The Trip to England." 
'-Henry Holt & Co. have now ready a work entitled "English Actors from 
Sbakspeare to Macready," by Henry Barton Baker. 
-A renewed interest seems to be feli in the subject of international copy-
right, and various plans have been suggested, one of the simplest being that 
all reprinters of foreign books shall be required to pay a fixed percentage on the 
sales of such books to the authors while the privilege of reprinting shall be 
open to,lall, This plan secures the rights of foreign authors and yet leaveS 
every publisher free to publish any books he chooses. The plan was first 
broached by John Elderkin in 1872, and was the substance of a bill offered fit 
Congress during that year. It is to be hoped that the present Congress wil I , 
not be so occupied with political legislation as to prevent the consideration <l!,.... 
this or some similar measure , ' 
-An English book entitled "The Hundred Greatest Men" will shortly be 
published by a London bookseller. The author has not communicated with 
us on the subject, but we presume he is already well acquainted with our his-
tory. ' 
-Theodore Martin's "Life of the Prince Consort" is spinning itself out 
very fine 'and thin. The fourth volume is a large one, yet it brings the narra-
tive down only to the year 1859, and a fifth will be required to finish 'the bi-
ography. 
_ Turgenieff, the Russian novelist, it is said refuses to write any more nov· 
els, because he dislikes the way his last story, "Virgin Soil," was received 
by his c'ountrymen. A somewhat similar trealment has been given to many 
recent publications in this country, but the authors do not seem to take it amiss, 
and will we doubt not go on and ask us to read further productions from their 
prolific pens. 
-Miss Kate Field, for some time past a resident of England, but a literary 
lady 01 whom Americans are properly proud, will recite at the Shakspearean 
celebration to be held at Stratford during the 'present month, a dedicatory ad-
dress written for her by Dr. Weitland Marston. 
-Henry Holt & Co. will shortly publish a second story by the author of 
"The First Violin," a musical novel which was quite favorably received by 
the reading public both in this country and in England where the author reo 
sides. ' 
-The May number of S&ri61Ur', Mo"'My contains the first of an impor. 
tant series of papers on Brazil. The article is entitled "The Metropolis 
01 the Amazons" and describes the city of Para. ' The famous musicians 
Wilhelmi and Rem«!nyi are also the subjects of an article by J. R . G, 
Hassard. • 
-Dean Stanley recently lectured on John Milton, in London, and in the 
course of the lecture saId that "Paradise Lost" and "Paradise Regained" 
covered the whole of English theology from top to bottom. These books, 
though now more admired than read, represent the current ideas about the 
creation of the world, the fall of the angels, and the entrance of sin and death 
into the world, and it is surprising how much of the belief of men on these 
great topies is drawn from them instead of fro~ the Bible. 
-There will shortly be otTered for sale in New York, the remarkable 
library of Mr. J. H . V. Arnold. It is especially rich in plays and dramas, 
but one of the most valuable works is a 'copy of Francis' "Old New York." 
The single volume of this work has been enlarged to nin~ the insertion of 
about 2,500 autographs, portraitS, views, and newspaper.-cuttings. It contains 
autographs and letters of all the mayors from Thom'as Willett (1665) to A. 
Oakey Hall. 
-Mr. J. D. Hylton, of Palmyra, N. J .• has recently published a poem en· 
titied "The Bride of Gettysburg," and in the preface he says that he "is not 
so arrogant" as to declare his poem "the finest" poetical production of the cen· 
tury, but if it has its equal in beauty of thought and expression, he will thank 
anyone who will be so kind as to show it to him." Most persons will be 
able to exprps an opinion ' of the merits of the poem al~er knowing whllt non-
sense the author has spoken about it. 
, -The April number of Scri6ntr'1 Mon'"1y had, the remarkable sale of 92,-
000 copies, and yet the publishers are not happy, if we may judge from their 
appeals to the reading public. ,It must be said, however, that any praise which 
they give to their maguine seems amply Warranted by the great iuterest of 
the articles and the unusual beauty of the illuStrations. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
W. Y. AND H. 
To 1/11 Editors of 1/11 WUkly : 
These three sound; are the opprohri" pkondicorulfl. But as the great 
.tructure of literarv education need, a sound and sure foundation. and as these 
are three of the ¥> ± elements on which it is all built. it is a question of fun-
damental interest to teachers-that of identifying and placing them aright. 
Mr. Dale says. p. 152. "w=oo." It so. there is really no such thmg as a 
w . Or".oo being an indubitable vowel, it is wrong to call w a consqnant. As 
, we pronounce W ilbout here. in Pennsylvania. it is not oo-not a vowel at all. 
but a fricative consonant just as much as v or z. or . k or 'h. A consonant 
differs from a vO'wel in this. that in the vowel the 'passage is smoothly 'open. 
and. the breath (voiced in the larynx) issues with an even How or tone. and is 
therefore musical. In the case of the consonant this even musical tone or 
flow is broken by some contact or rub which cause,. a ripple of secondary jets 
or vibrations. A good illustration is water issuing from the nozzle of a hose 
in a ~mooth. steady jet. vowel-like. or being pre >sed on by the finger. so as 
to diftuse the jet. changing its form and tone. 
Now to utter the sound of ,,,-(the first sound in the word win,) we bring 
the lip" into loose contact so that the breath blast forces past ' betwe~n them 
with a fricative ripple just !is between the teeth and the lip (upper or lower) 
for v; between the tongue and hard teeth for 14 ; the tongue and soft gums 
for I' the tongue and still softer palate for 14 ; and the back of the tongue 
and h~rder palate for German, Irish, and Scotch e4. 
Between y and ee there is a similar essential difference. Mr. Dale says 
that in w4 W precedes a consonant (4). Yet he calls w4 a single element. In 
thiS' lie is correct; but there is no w in the element nor any consonant follow-
~ng w. w4 is the breath cognate of the voiced consonant w. just asfis of v. 
When we say w4in, we have only three distinct sounds or mouth positions. 
and the first of these is a mere flatus of breath through the lips; it is as strong 
a rush as for h. because this is necessary for producing an audible sound from 
the sweeping of the soft :inner faces of the lips by the mere breath (un-
voiced in the glottis.) In wine there are three sounds too, but the first is 
voiced. A German w sounds much like v. because the sharp harder rims of 
the lips are brought together to ripple the breath flow. instead of the soft inner 
faces. 
H is not a vowel because it has no voice-no musical tone. It is not a 
consonant, because there is no contact-no frication but what it makes by its 
dash of breath.against the walls of the throat. The Greeks did not consider 
it a letter. They marked its attendance on a vowel (or s~mivowel r) by a 
mere tick. It has no mouth position of its own. It is a preliminary dash of 
unvoiced breath (flatus) on which the glottis rims electrically cltse for voicing 
the vowel sound which it heralds. As Mr. Dale remarks. it ouly accompan-
ies vowels. 
Teachers wishing to pursue the subject of the identification and representa-
tion of the ele.mentary sounds of speech-the basis of all literary teaching -
will find useful aid in the homographic alphabet. a copy of which can be had . 
for a stamp sent to the Phonetic Dept.. Tyrone. Pa. 
W . G. WARING. 
A GENERAL FORMULA FOR X. Y. Z's PROBLEM. 
Let a=the debt to be paid. 
.. r=" the rate of interest, 
" n=" number of years 
i'n which the debt is to be paid. we then have one of the equal yurly pay-
ments, equals 
a 
I I I -
~1-(I1-Y). I (11-~3""""1-(I1-r)" 
a a 
.,-( 1-1--:-y-:)="=1-" -('-I:-1-;-r::;):;;"=''-(''1;-1-;-::;r)~"=;''-'(;-;II+-:r:-;)-;C''=H = -;-( I-+=--r')::-"- I 
(l1-r)" 1- (l1-r)H 1- (I+r)" (I1-r)" a (l1-r)" 
ar( I +'2:.... which is the formula sought. 
(J=t-r)H-I 
ily sub3titutiiig in t~is fOlmula $3.000 for a • . 07 for r, and 5 for It, the ·an· 
swer, )731.671-; which X. Y. Z. sought. may be obtained. . 
The Qroblem really resolves itself into this. vis: ~iven the present worth 
of an' annuity, Ihe rate. and time, to find the annui~_ The solution of the 
problem is a very good exercise for the student in a!ithmetic. • 
. . A. E. HAYNES. 
HILLSDALE COLl.IWE, MICH;. April II, 1879. 
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CHICAGO NOTES. 
The following is one of the latest "notes" /jom the Superintendent's oftice 
in this city. 
101) . Tlu SIHa), 0/ Word.s.-Pupils in the Gra~mar DC'putment take a deep interelL In the 
oriCin of words, and a large :lmount of general Information CAn be conveyed in short talh 
upon words. Each word how its .story I and ma ny words are histories and poems in them· 
selves. A lew brief illustrations will convey an Idea of lessons that may be given : 
I . Wi"aow,-This word was formerly wind-door, and it was constructed to open like a 
door. 'Ve It ill say "open the window. 
3. Nelchbo",-A boor was a farmer, and one who hved near was calt~ d a nigh-hoar, now 
neighbor. _ 
3· Cau-.i"ife,-Forrnerlya man carried a knife in a C4U for any use. We do eot Ule the 
case but we keep the name. 
".. Wind/all;-When the felling of trees was prohibited In England, tenants were onlyal. 
lowed those prostrated by the wind. Hence a tornado was a ,"ood fortune . Windfall now 
means good fortune_ . 
s. HUMbug-,-This word originates from doubt as to ,"enuIDe~ess of stories from Hamburc. 
"That is from Hamburg," "That is Hamburg." 
. 6. Such words as b,k-!t.orn, Powder-Itor", Husld"., or bouse-band or bond, WiFe, from 
weave, woof or web, BaY(lut, first made at the city Bayonne, D.mas.i, from Damascus, 
Curra"ts, from Corinth, explain themselves _ 
1. Lu,./lo/,-Luna is the Latin word for moon. It was once supposed that the moon bad 
a great deal to do with insanity. Hence the word Lunacy. 
8~ HoJla1fd,-..:.This is simply "hollow-land," a large part of the country being below the 
levd of the liea. 
9. Brt"ak/ast,-The name of the meal which breaks the fast of the night. 
10. Fortnig-kt, or Fourteen nights, Butl('ji,¥. ~r.st applied to insects of butter color, and 
from this Species to the whole class. Doff, to do off; Do", to do OD or put on-and many 
similar words need simply have attention called to them. 
tI . Such names of persons as Black, White, Brown, Gray, Green, etc., and Taylor, Car-
'penter, Baker, Smith, Merchant, et':., exhibit their ('Irigin in some peculhirity or calling of 
those who first took.them . Henry·s Ion or Senderson, John's son or Johnson, DAvi d's 
son or Davison, and many other similar names show their own origin, 
The above is both interesting and instructive. But why did not lhe learned 
commentator pursue his researches farther. and give us the etymology of pen-
knife and pig-iron? 
Teachers with children have a disagreeable habit of parading the latter's 
various accomplishments before institutes. and making them the standard to 
which childless school-ma'ams are to bring up the youngsters in their charge. 
Now we can boast of being free from this weakness. We have a houseful of 
the beautiful est children in the country, born into various sections of the -. 
grammar deparhnent. But we never brag about them. 
Now that the streak of poverty in our city affairs is passed. would it no\ be 
desirable, is it not necessary that the Chicago Division High Schools should 
be provided with reference libraries? The barrenness of their resources in 
the matter "of information and apparatus is a disgrace to tlie ~cho9la and tlie 
city. In the way of apparatus, even a mouse·trap would be an acquisition, 
and as the foundation of a library. a copy of the "Bab" Ballads would be a 
treasure. Will the Board set Mr. Ward at the task of remedying this impeili. 
ment to the progress of these schools? 
We have a touch. of Pinafore in the s~hools; e. g. 
When do the teachers get their pay? 
Why. never. -
Wha,t. '!ever ? 
No. never. 
What. ntv"? 
H;ardly ever. 
ALL.- Y es, th~ schoolma'&mJI hardly ever get their pay. 
(CURTAIN.) 
THE YOUTH'S COMPAt/ION.-A letter from our Boston Corresp,ondent, .l'rt!f. 
Edward Johnson. contains this very deservinJt commendation of a .paper 
which is conceded to be the best weekly for boys and' ![iris which is pnblished 
in this country : 
"When I was a lad. more than thirty yean &lto, my father took for 
me a paper called the Youl4'1 CaMul. It was a pretty sheet, and a greater. 
source of enjoyment-and most likely of benefit-to me, than any paper or 
periodical has been since. I recollect. at that time, some of my playmates 
took the Yout4'1 COlJ'jan;on. and boasted of its superiority to my juvenile fa-
vorite. A· boy always stands up for his own. But time has' long since swept 
the Youl4'1 Ca6inel away. and proved the greater worth of the otlier. Few 
literary works in this c!>untry have been so Bucceasful. It haa enriched Ita 
prQprieton, and won for itself the very foremost place &mone,publications for 
children. Its' lit~ merit is very great. its tone and sentiment pare, ita illlIS-
tratioiis handSome, and it has a charm about it w.hich bo~ and'![irls greatly 
admire." " • 
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Teachers, Read · This! PUBLISHERS' NOTES. 
-The caIl for agents, made-by W. J. HoIland, 
Springfield, Mass., is an attractive one, though 
limited to a certain-perhaps rare-class of 
teachers. 
-Please do not send us any more three· cent 
stamps. Our present supply will probably last till 
Christmas. We can use a few more onlS or twos, 
but don't want any more thr"s or tms. . 
-Our types surprised the reading world by an· 
nouncing the "Peerless" Organ for sale at $15.00 
by the Manufacturers at Port Colden, N. J. The 
price named. $45.00, still surprises. Send for the 
"Peerless" Price List. 
-County superintend~nts who are preparing for 
educational exhibits at the county fairs next fall 
should arrllnge to have all sch<!ois use the same 
style of paper. For this purpose the Comparativl 
Examination Paplr is recommended in the circu· 
lars of several superintendents. See advertisement. 
-R1>.ub's Arithmetics have already become quite 
celebrated, though comparatively new. Many 
teachers are inquiring for them. They are pub, 
Iished by Porter & Coates, Philadelphia, who will 
be glad to send catalogs and descriptive circu· 
lars to applicants. Raub's Normal Readers are 
also now in the market. · 
-One of the rarest chances ever offered teachers 
to procure Webster's Unabridged is advertised tbis 
week by our friends of the Subscription News 
Company. Read it and respond at once. You 
will do yourselves and your pupils a service by get. 
ting the twelve subscriptions named. Read the 
notice of Youth's Companion in our reading col. 
umns • . 
-Prof. W. S. Goodnough, Director of the Col. 
umbus Art School, anno~nces the opening of the 
third annual session of the Columbus Normal Art 
Institute July 7, 1879. The course of instruction 
is specially arrlIllged. to meet the wants of those 
holding positions as teachers of Drawing, and 
others desirous of doing so who have not had 01" 
portunities for extensive study, and of superintend. 
ents who wish to introduce this study into their 
schools and give it intelligent supervision. The 
competency of Prof. Goodnough to furnish such in;" 
struction is attested by strong testimonials from 
Hon. J. J. Bums, Supt. R. W. Stevenson, Pres. E. 
E. White, Supt. John Hancock, Prof. Walter 
Smith, and many prominent teachers of draWing 
who Ilttended the Institute last year or year before . . 
-One of the most effective ways of rendering 
substantial support to an educational journal is to 
patronize those who advertise in its col\uims. This 
encourages further patronage from advertisers, and 
thus secures to the publishers a supplemen t to sub. 
scription, eceipts large enough to justlry them in 
an occasional outlay for the improvement .of the 
paper. All advertisements published in the 
WEEKLY are supposed to be worthy of the place 
they occupy. There IS one smaIl advertisement 
now in our columns, however, against which we 
have received one complaint, and an investigation 
of the facts has been attempted. We cannot ex. 
elude the advertisement until we have more than 
a mere rumor of unfairness in dealing: 
OUR AGENTS. 
E. V. W . BROKAW, Port Huron, Mich. 
J. P. ELLINWOOD, Chicago, now traveling through 
Wisconsin. 
L. J. WHITNEY, Aurora, Ill., now traveling through 
the northern part of the state. 
HERBERT E . JOHNSON, Winterset, Ia. 
The above are regularly employed, and will 
spend most of their' time soliciting ~ubscriptions. 
Any courtesy shown them ' will be appreciated by 
the fublishen. Mr. Johnson w:ill not enter the field 
unti June, but is our authorized general agent for 
Iowa. Mr. Brokaw contemplates milking a tour 
through Indiana, and we hope he may be able to 
do so. 
The work in Michigan is in the hands of our 
Michipn editor. 
AIl State Editers, County Superintendents, and 
Institute Conductors are authorized' to receive sub· 
scriptions at regular rates. 
In addition to these we have an army of local 
agents in the various states of the Union and in 
Canada many of whom are doing efficient service. 
We wa~t a few more traveling agents-men of ex· 
pe_ence in teaching, of good p.ersona~ .address, 
with unusual energy and executive ab'hty. No 
olhers need apply. To such we will furnish profit. 
able empl.oyment the year through. Satisfactory 
references must be furnished in all cases. 
. 
~""OODL.ANDFo?!r~fr~;: VV LATEST I E Jansen, McClurg BEST I 4: Co.. ChIcago. 
D&y School SIDrlnr Jook. CHOll:S By S. W. Strallb. . 
A Purely Vegetable Remedy 
The Safest:. Easiest; and Best; 
.~ve~ discovered for 
KI ON EY COM PLAI NTS, 
PILES, CRAVEL, 
CONST1PATION, 
LUMBACO, 
RHEUMATISM, 
DIABETES. 
(I WONDERFUL DISCOVERY) 
A purclyvegotablccompoun<l, not doctored with 
poisonous liquors, being dry-a gentle catbartic and 
elFective tonic-sure to elfectually cure some ofthe 
most common and painful diseases that bame med. 
Icnt .kilL Those who have been cured when all 
other means falled,justly •• y: "It I. tlie gre.test 
blcssingofthe agc." "I belleve 1 should not now 
be alive blltfor it.'· Physicians in rcgularprnctice 
say: "It works like a charm and elfectlvely." 
FOR SALE BY ALL DRUGGISTS. 
ri"n th~ KIDNEY WORT c:annot otberwt.e be read~' obt:tlrwd, 
.. willu1!ll1 II p:": ka_I!!.J"_n:.JWdl.l?~~lpt or tht PrK'e', on" dolLu. 
WELLS, RICHARDSON" ~ \,;0" Proprkton, BwllDJrtDn. Vt. 
AGENTS WANTED. .... 
Griest Mannfacturing Company's ' 
IMPROVED SINGER 
SEWING MACHINE·S. 
Durin, vacation you can secure actifJ~, Dill-door jaJli,,¥ 
employment by sdling our Sewing Machines. 
Liberal Discounts-Exclusive Territory. 
fe!rs~~~ df~ie~oJ :~~hot~~np'~~~:n!h~:a~ 1oTn::i~~~lae:'a~~ 
terms. If you want to buy a machine for your own use, 
write us fOT circular and price before buying. We can save 
you one-half. Address 
cch 
GRIEST M'F'G CO., 
Washington and Market Sts., Chicago. 
H C. KOCH &> CO., • ARCHITECTS AND SUPERINTENDENTS. 
School Ar<:hitecturc a Specialty. 
Pfister's Block. ~hler W"CO"iM~hvAh'k'Eit~~fs. 
.uEir When w1·itinu to adveNise1·s. 
I please Ray you saw their advert'ise-1nent in the" Weeklll." 
THOMPSON'S SUMMER SCHOOL or 
DRAWING & PENMANSHIP. 
The l'ourth Annual ~ eSllion will be held at the Art Rooms of Purdue Univer~ily, beginning Monday, July 7, 1879, a!ld 
continulDg four weeks. Whether you wish to attend aT not! send for Circulars glving term~J courses of study and other 10-
formation . cee ' Address L. S. THOMPSON, La Fayette, Ind. 
R. ESTERBROOX " CO.'S 
STEEX·PENS 
Espeoially adapted for Schools and Business purposes. "The most 
popola.r Pens in use'." Unsurpassed in quality, and of Genuine American 
Manu18.cture. For Sale by all Dealers. .. 
WAREHOUSE, 26 JOHN STREET, NEW YOIltK. 
/iGmf>le (brei, -'""""II 6 pen.,,_e f>1/ lICCIU for 10 0mU. 
